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1 . The amendment filed 04/09/07 have been entered and made of record . 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3-4, 6-7, 23, 8-1 1 , 14, 24, 1 5, 17- 
18, 20-22 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. Claims 1,3-4, 6-7, 23, 8-11, 14, 24, 15, 17-18, 20-22 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1,3-4, 6-7, 23, 8-11, 14, 24, 15, 17-18, 20-22 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Humpleman (U.S.Patent No. 6,243,707 B1) 
in view of Van Ee et al. (U.S.Patent No. 6,848,104 B1). 

As to claim 1 , Humpleman discloses accessing a network service database (col. 
22, lines 3-5, the macro button 1202 is contained on the macro list) containing a plurality 
of service offerings that aggregate capabilities of a plurality of devices (col. 21 , lines 30- 
35, TV, DVCR) coupled as a network (col. 22, lines 3-5, a macro button is included on a 
respective home device's HTML home page. Selecting the macro button causes the 
macro list HTML page 1214 to be displayed to the user. In one embodiment, the create 
macro button 1202 is contained on the macro list HTML page 1214 for a respective 
home device) (col. 1 1 , lines 30-38, device list file); 

Receiving a service-based request from a user based on one or more said service 
offerings (see col. 20, lines 17-20, the session manager is also responsible for querying 
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various home devices for their data specifications, in order to ensure the requested user 
service is properly established and performed) (see col. 17, lines 38-41, the HTML page 
may identify services available to the user by content, such as by providing a list of 
video or audio programs, etc., which are available on the home network regardless of 
the device on which such content is being provided); 

Determining one or more resources (devices) of said network for carrying out said 
server-based request from said network service database (col. 1 1 , lines 30-40, each 
home device that is available on the home network... the IP address and logical name 
pairs associated with the available home devices to be stored within a device list file), 
wherein said resources includes one or more source devices, one or more destination 
devices and one or more communication links (col. 13, lines 33-35, generating the 
device link page, the auto-tree builder uses the device list file to create a device HTML 
file that contains a home device button for each home device that is currently connected 
to the home network); 

Translating said service-based request into one or more device-specific events for 
carrying out said service-based request based on said network service database (col. 
21, lines 62-65, the macro file 1210 is assigned a unique macro name 1211 and saved 
on the home device. The macro name 1212 is saved as a macro name button on the 
home device's macro list HTML page 1214. Thereafter, a user may select the macro 
name button, causing the respective macro file 1210 to be executed); 
Wherein said service request list is arranged as a hierarchical data structure (figure 16) 
that includes a top level (figure 16, col. 21, lines 63-65, macro name button "event 
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name") and one or more lower levels (figure 16, 1308, command "device's specific 
command"), wherein said top level includes a handles logically associated with said 
service-based request (col. 21, lines 63-65, the macro name button), and descriptive 
information for carrying out said service-based request (col. 21, lines 63-65, the macro 
name button), and wherein a lower level (figure 16, 1308, commands) includes one or 
more logical links between said resources (figure 16, macro file 1310), and one or more 
device-specific command (figure 16, 1308, commands) for carrying out the service- 
based request (col. 21, lines 63-65, the macro button) by said resources (figure 16, 
macro file 1310); 

Storing said service request list and scheduling said service request list for executing 
said plurality of device-specific events chronologically and sequentially according to said 
service request list (col. 20, lines 18-20, The session manager is also responsible for 
querying various home devices for their data specifications, in order to ensure the 
requested user service is properly established and performed). 

However, Humpleman et al. is silent to disclosing determining whether said 
service request list conflicts with another service request list. 

Van Ee et al. discloses wherein top level (col. 14, lines 15-17, objects) includes a 
handle logically associated with said service-based request (col. 13, lines 26-28, lines 
33-35, macro objects), and descriptive information (col. 7, lines 25-40, TVs, VCRs, CD 
players) and timing information (col. 14, lines 15-17, the timers track elapsed time, 
including among (s) one or more user selections of objects); 
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Determining whether said service request list (col. 13, lines 1-3, macro's task) conflict 
with another service request list; and provided that said service request list does not 
conflict with said another service request list (see col. 13, lines 1-13, macro's task may 
be suspended or terminated, from instance to instance, based on conflict information 
from the environment); 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time of the 
invention to incorporate determining whether said service request list conflicts with 
another service request list taught by Van Ee et al. into the system of Humpleman. One 
would have been motivated to do so to enable to tracks the objects and set of objects 
that each user selects and/or declines to select, and the frequency of selection of 
particular objects and sets of objects. 

6. As to claim 8, Humpleman discloses accessing a network service database (col. 
22, lines 3-5, the macro button 1202 is contained on the macro list) containing a plurality 
of service offering that aggregate capabilities of a plural of devices (col. 21 , lines 30-35, 
TV, DVCR) coupled as a network (col. 22, lines 3-5, a macro button is included on a 
respective home device's HTML home page. Selecting the macro button causes the 
macro list HTML page 1214 to be displayed to the user. In one embodiment, the create 
macro button 1202 is contained on the macro Hst HTML page 1214 for a respective 
home device) (col. 1 1 , lines 30-38, device list file); 

Presenting the plurality of service (the macro name buttons) offering to a user (col. 21 , 
lines 63-67); 
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Receiving a service-based request from a user based on one or more said service 
offerings (see col. 20, lines 17-20, the session manager is also responsible for querying 
various home devices for their data specifications, in order to ensure the requested user 
service is properly established and performed) (see col. 17, lines 38-41, the HTML page 
may identify services available to the user by content, such as by providing a list of 
video or audio programs, etc., which are available on the home network regardless of 
the device on which such content is being provided); 

Determining one or more resources (devices) of said network for carrying out said 
server-based request from said network service database (col. 1 1 , lines 30-40, each 
home device that is available on the home network... the IP address and logical name 
pairs associated with the available home devices to be stored within a device list file), 
wherein said resources includes one or more source devices, one or more destination 
devices and one or more communication links (col. 13, lines 33-35, generating the 
device link page, the auto-tree builder uses the device list file to create a device HTML 
file that contains a home device button for each home device that is currently connected 
to the home network); 

Translating said service-based request into one or more device-specific events for 
carrying out said service-based request based on said network service database (col. 
21, lines 62-65, the macro file 1210 is assigned a unique macro name 1211 and saved 
on the home device. The macro name 1212 is saved as a macro name button on the 
home device's macro list HTML page 1214. Thereafter, a user may select the macro 
name button, causing the respective macro file 1210 to be executed); 
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Wherein said service request list is arranged as a hierarchical data structure (figure 16) 
that includes a top level (figure 16, col. 21, lines 63-65, macro name button "event 
name") and one or more lower levels (figure 16, 1308, command "device's specific 
command"), wherein said top level includes a handles logically associated with said 
service-based request (col. 21, lines 63-65, the macro name button), and descriptive 
information for carrying out said service-based request (col. 21 , lines 63-65, the macro 
name button), and wherein a lower level (figure 16, 1308, commands) includes one or 
more logical links between said resources (figure 16, macro file 1310), and one or more 
device-specific command (figure 16, 1308, commands) for carrying out the service- 
based request (col. 21, lines 63-65, the macro button) by said resources (figure 16, 
macro file 1310); 

Storing said service request list and scheduling said service request list for executing 
said plurality of device-specific events chronologically and sequentially according to said 
service request list (col. 20, lines 18-20, The session manager is also responsible for 
querying various home devices for their data specifications, in order to ensure the 
requested user service is properly established and performed). 

However, Humpleman et al. is silent to disclosing determining whether said 
service request list conflicts with another service request list. 

Van Ee et al. discloses wherein top level (col. 14, lines 15-17, objects) includes a 
handle logically associated with said service-based request (col. 13, lines 26-28, lines 
33-35, macro objects), and descriptive information (col: 7, lines 25-40, TVs, VCRs, CD 
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players) and timing information (col. 14, lines 15-17, the timers track elapsed time, 
including among (s) one or more user selections of objects); 

Determining whether said service request list (col. 13, lines 1-3, macro's task) conflict 
with another service request list; and provided that said service request list does not 
conflict with said another service request list (see col. 13, lines 1-13, macro's task may 
be suspended or terminated, from instance to instance, based on conflict information 
from the environment); 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time of the 
invention to incorporate determining whether said service request list conflicts with 
another service request list taught by Van Ee et al. into the system of Humpleman. One 
would have been motivated to do so to enable to tracks the objects and set of objects 
that each user selects and/or declines to select, and the frequency of selection of 
particular objects and sets of objects. 

7. As to claim 1 5, Humpleman discloses accessing a network service database (col. 
22, lines 3-5, the macro button 1202 is contained on the macro list) containing a plurality 
of service offerings that aggregate capabilities of a plurality of devices (col. 21 , lines 30- 
35, TV, DVCR) coupled as a network (col. 22, lines 3-5, a macro button is included on a 
respective home device's HTML home page. Selecting the macro button causes the 
macro list HTML page 1214 to be displayed to the user. In one embodiment, the create 
macro button 1202 is contained on the macro list HTML page 1214 for a respective 
home device) (col. 1 1 , lines 30-38, device list file); 
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Receiving a service-based request from a user based on one or more said service 
offerings (see col. 20, lines 17-20, the session manager is also responsible for querying 
various home devices for their data specifications, in order to ensure the requested user 
service is properly established and performed) (see col. 17, lines 38-41, the HTML page 
may identify services available to the user by content, such as by providing a list of 
video or audio programs, etc., which are available on the home network regardless of 
the device on which such content is being provided); 

Determining one or more resources (devices) of said network for carrying out said 
server-based request from said network service database (col. 11, lines 30-40, each 
home device that is available on the home network... the IP address and logical name 
pairs associated with the available home devices to be stored within a device list file), 
wherein said resources includes one or more source devices, one or more destination 
devices and one or more communication links (col. 13, lines 33-35, generating the 
device link page, the auto-tree builder uses the device list file to create a device HTML 
file that contains a home device button for each home device that is currently connected 
to the home network); 

Translating said service-based request into one or more device-specific events for 
carrying out said service-based request based on said network service database (col. 
21, lines 62-65, the macro file 1210 is assigned a unique macro name 1211 and saved 
on the home device. The macro name 1212 is saved as a macro name button on the 
home device's macro list HTML page 1214. Thereafter, a user may select the macro 
name button, causing the respective macro file 1210 to be executed); 
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Wherein said service request list is arranged as a hierarchical data structure (figure 16) 
that includes a top level (figure 16, col. 21, lines 63-65, macro name button "event 
name") and one or more lower levels (figure 16, 1308, command "device's specific 
command"), wherein said top level includes a handles logically associated with said 
service-based request (col. 21, lines 63-65, the macro name button), and descriptive 
information for carrying out said service-based request (col. 21, lines 63-65, the macro 
name button), and wherein a lower level (figure 16, 1308, commands) includes one or 
more logical links between said resources (figure 16, macro file 1310), and one or more 
device-specific command (figure 16, 1308, commands) for carrying out the service- 
based request (col. 21, lines 63-65, the macro button) by said resources (figure 16, 
macro file 1310); 

Storing said service request list and scheduling said service request list for executing 
said plurality of device-specific events chronologically and sequentially according to said 
service request list (col. 20, lines 18-20, The session manager is also responsible for 
querying various home devices for their data specifications, in order to ensure the 
requested user service is properly established and performed). 

However, Humpleman et al. is silent to disclosing determining whether said 
service request list conflicts with another service request list. 

Van Ee et al. discloses wherein top level (col. 14, lines 15-17, objects) includes a 
handle logically associated with said service-based request (col. 13, lines 26-28, lines 
33-35, macro objects), and descriptive information (col. 7, lines 25-40, TVs, VCRs, CD 
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players) and timing information (col. 14, lines 15-17, the timers track elapsed time, 
including among (s) one or more user selections of objects); 
Determining whether said service request list (col. 13, lines 1-3, macro's task) conflict 
with another service request list; and provided that said service request list does not 
conflict with said another service request list (see col. 13, lines 1-13, macro's task may 
be suspended or terminated, from instance to instance, based on conflict information 
from the environment); 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time of the 
invention to incorporate determining whether said service request list conflicts with 
another service request list taught by Van Ee et al. into the system of Humpleman. One 
would have been motivated to do so to enable to tracks the objects and set of objects 
that each user selects and/or declines to select, and the frequency of selection of 
particular objects and sets of objects. 

8. In the claim 9, Humpleman et al. discloses service request list contains details of 
a source consumer electronic device and of a destination consumer electronic device 
(see col. 27, lines 42-55), said details comprising control information (see col. 8, lines 
60-63) and timing information of source consumer electronic device and destination 
consumer electronic device (see col. 17, lines 40-50). 

9. In the claims 3, 10, 17, Humpleman discloses service request list comprises 
information that describes routing information that allows source consumer electronic 
device to be routed to destination consumer electronic device (see col. 27, lines 42-55, 
col. 8, lines 60-63, col. 17, lines 40-50). 
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10. In the claims 4, 11, 18, Humpleman discloses determining availability of said 
source devices, said destination devices and said communication links at a time said 
service-based request is to be rendered (see col. 11, lines 32-40). 

11. In the claims 6, 1 3, 20, Humpleman et al. discloses determining an amount of 
media of intermediate consumer electronic device that is available for recording 
broadcast program (see col. 17, lines 30-48). 

12. In the claims 7, 14, 21 , Van Ee et al. discloses denying service-based request 
provided service-based request is in conflict with another service-based request (see 
col. 13, lines 1-12). 

13. As to claim 22, Humpleman discloses executing said device-specific commands 
chronologically and sequentially according said timing information for each of said 
resources (col. 20, lines 17-20). 

14. As to claim 23, Humpleman discloses presenting said plurality of service offering 
to a user application (the macro name buttons), wherein said service based request is 
received in response to said presenting said plurality of service offering (col. 21 , lines 
63-67). 

15. As to claim 24, Humpleman discloses wherein said service request list schedules 
said device specific-commands for executing chronologically and sequentially according 
to said service-based request (col. 20, lines 17-20). 



Application/Control Number: 09/594,227 
Art Unit: 2616 



Page 13 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Johnson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,580,950). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHUONG T. HO whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3133. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on (571 ) 272-31 55. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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